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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Graduate Recognition Service —June 9th 
Voting in Virginia Primary—June 11 
Vacation Bible School June 24– 29 

Summer Camp— June 24th through August 9th 
Lion King II (For YAM) July 

Upcoming  
Election   

 
Don’t forget 

Virginia Election  
 

Tuesday,  
June 11, 2019 

 
 

Polls in Virginia 
 will be open from  
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
 

Voters are encourage to double 
check their voting precinct 
at www.vote.virginia.gov  

for information on candidates,  and 
precincts, to ensure you report to 
the correct polling place and are 

viewing the correct ballot.  
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  The Pastor’s Corner 

The family was the first institution created by God. Before He creat-
ed the church, He created the family. Before He created govern-
ment, He created the family. Before He created any institution, He 
created the family. Family was that important to God. Its why, not 
only did Jesus talk about the family but the entire Bible instructs us 
on the family unit. 
 
The church talks about the family a lot but when you look at our 
schedule and activities, we are not very family oriented. One of 
my goals as a leader in the church is to make sure we are doing 
things that allow our families to thrive and be successful. Too 

many families today, even those in the church, are struggling just to make it. One of the biggest com-
plaints that many families have is that they just don’t get to spend enough time together. When both 
parents are working, children have extracurricular activities and the horrible commutes in the DMV; 
often times it seems like many families are just passing by each other as they are coming and going. 
On top of that, we expect people to fulfill their “church duties” even at the expense of their families. I 
just don’t believe this is what God wants of us. 
 
For this reason, I like for the church to take some “quiet time” in the summer where we can focus on 
our families. While we still have most of our schedule intact, we take shut down on Wednesday Nights 
in June and July. Take this time to spend time with your family. Make it a family night. If your children 
are no longer home, make it a date night. Spend some quality time with your children, your spouses 
and your loved ones.  
 
It has been said that, “The physical family is the most important building block to human society, and 
as such, it should be nurtured and protected.” Let us use this time to nurture and build up our families. 
It matters to God and it matters to the church. Remember this quote as you spend time with your fami-
ly this summer, “"Family is not an important thing. It's everything."          #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

Rev.  Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr. 

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Pastor’s Corner May—June 2019 
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Spotlight—young adults pastor 

F elicia D. Hawkins was born and raised in Kinston, NC.  She is the recipi-
ent of a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management from the Universi-
ty of Phoenix and is currently pursuing her Master of Biblical Counsel-
ing at Andersonville Theological Seminary.  She is the proud author of 

“Activating Faith Through The Eyes of God...(on your job)” and founder of 
Bringing Out the Best In You (B.O.B.I.Y.) Ministries. She has written a number 
of online, text and newspaper articles and dramatizations.  Her most recent 
production, “Incredible God,” was dramatized in April 2019.   
 
In 2005 and 2007, she was recognized for Outstanding Commitment as a Men-
tor for Marietta City Schools in Atlanta, GA. Felicia was a counselor for abused 

youth with Child Help USA and has also worked in the judicial and legal sectors for more than 10 years.  She has 
served in various ministries, to include, Strategic Planning, Evangelism, Usher and Chairperson in the Women’s 
Steering Committee, Youth Leader/Advisor for Harvest Life Changers Church in Woodbridge, VA and as the 
Shepherd Lead of Youth for New Birth (North) Church, a plant church of New Birth MBC in Lithonia, GA. Felicia 
has been very instrumental in leading children, youth and adults of all ages, in both secular and religious organ-
izations and has implemented and spearheaded several inter-office programs, ministry proposals and manuals. 
She was also petitioned to participate in the reformation of policies and procedures for two national organiza-
tions.   
  
For more than 20 years, Felicia has and continues to serve as an administrator, teacher, conference facilitator, 
counselor and mentor, for various church and organizational venues.  She is serious about impacting God’s 
Kingdom and is known for being “A Woman of Integrity” and “having a sincere heart for people.” Her desire is 
that the Word of God manifested in her life would be life-changing and contagious to those who encounter 
her.   
 
In 2011, she was commissioned, under the leadership of Pastor Emeritus James L. Graham, Jr., to serve along-
side The Rock Christian Center Church, a sister church of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, where Rev. Denise Wil-
son is Senior Pastor. During this mission assignment, she served as (Interim) Youth Pastor and later as the 
(Interim) Assistant Pastor. 
 
Felicia is an ordained minister of the Gospel and currently serves as the Young Adults Pastor here at Mt. Pleas-
ant.  Prior to being selected for this position, she served and supported our previous Children, Youth and Young 
Adult Pastors and also served as our Interim Pastor.  She is also President and Chaplain for the Baptist Ministry 
Assistants of Virginia Association (BMAV) and a Volunteer Chaplain for INOVA Hospital.  
 
Her favorite scripture is Proverbs 21:1 ‘The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he tur-
neth it whithersoever he will.’ (KJV) 
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H ey y’all! You may have heard by now that the Young Adults 
Ministry (YAM) is a ministry directorate of its own; 
(previously Children, Youth & Young Adults Ministry). The 

decision was made to split the position to better support and provide 
more effectively for the individually growing needs of our children, 
youth and young adults.  

 
My role as the Young Adults Pastor at MPBC is to work closely with the young adults, leaders, volunteers, church and com-
munity in implementing discipleship methods, social engagement, academic awareness, relationship building and spiritual 
development.  
 
As young leaders are emerging, our young adults are seeking to learn how to live out meaningful lives and how to do this 
with Christ in it. They want to be spiritually developed as young adults and be among like-minded believers, professionals, 
singles, college peers, married couples and the like. They want to know the purpose for their lives, have a deeper biblical 
understanding of current worldly events and how they connect with God in walking out this journey called life.  
 
As a church that BUILDS, we can no longer afford to be driven by tradition; especially when it doesn’t win souls to the 
Kingdom or restore the hearts of God’s people back to Him. We must be CREATIVE and INTENTIONAL in soul winning for 
Christ in order to provide a holistic approach to bridge the gap between our youth growing and developing into spiritually 
mature young adults.  
 
With this in mind and to move forward, new things are on the horizon as the REBUILDING of the Young Adults Ministry 
prayerfully takes effect. This of course is with the help of the Lord, a great team of young adult leads and volunteers and 
YOU---the body of Christ!  So here’s a peek of what’s to come. STAY TUNED! 
 
5-Year Vision Plan (2020 – 2025) 
A new YAM Bible Study Format began May 29, 2019.  
Table Tops – 1st Wednesday Night of each month, Bible Study at a Local Venue (i.e. Restaurant, café, etc.) 
CONNECT – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday Nights of each month, Bible Study at MPBC 
MIXER – 5th Wednesday Night, Bible Study at Partnering Church Locations 
(Also include alternate Bible Study Night Schedules w/Partnering Church(es) 
 
TOUCH Ministry will serve as a ministry opportunity to encourage, engage and empower young adults to be part of a local 
church body; welcome new members of MPBC to join YAM; and to reach out to young adult members who have not been 
seen recently participating in activities at MPBC.  There will be additional areas of focus, to include, developing and build-
ing upon partnerships in the community, rebuilding the Singles Ministry, and implementing a college campus Bible study.  
 
The ages for the MPBC Young Adults Ministry are 18–40. While this is a very broad age range, the ministry will be broken 
down into age groups as a means of better support. Also, we will partner with the directorates/ministries within the 
MPBC Family to meet the needs of all our young adults (i.e. Marriage Ministry, Children & Youth Ministry, S.E.E. Ministry, 
etc.). While the Young Adults Ministry is a current stand-alone directorate, it is not meant to be a “stand-alone” ministry 
in and of itself. It will take the help and service of the entire church to help gird, nurture and support the young adults into 
becoming the next generation leaders God is calling them to be.  
 
Finally, we are asking for your continued support, encouragement and especially prayers as we move forward in the 
things of God for our Young Adults.  
 
I would like to give a shout out to a wonderful team --- Michele B. Glover, Rev. Gwen Holoman, Sherita Flake, Charita 
Mayo, Larissa Briscoe, George Brown and Renee Brown.  
 
To volunteer and/or if you have questions, please contact us at mpbcyoungadults@mtpleasantbaptist.org .  
 
Rev. Felicia D. Hawkins 
Young Adults Pastor 
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GET Connected 
There is still time 

 
Exciting News! Mt. Pleasant we have successfully transitioned to an en-
hanced version of The City which is called REALM. The City has reached 
the end of its technical lifespan, but its vision and purpose live on. Its torch 
has been passed to Realm®, a newer ministry tool engineered to grow and 
adapt to the ministry needs of our church well into the future.   
 
Realm offer services like Event Management, Congregational Care Group 
management, Online Giving and gift giving, Prayer Request, 
Ministry Opportunities, Sermons, Chat services available to all  
MPBC members  
 
Note: For access to Realm go to our website  
www.mtpleasantbaptist.org.  
Click on the Realm icon located top right of the MPBC webpage  
#WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

 

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 The camp will be held June 24th through August 9th.There will be activities for children ages 3 
(potty trained) to 12 and a special leadership camp for teens ages 13 to 15. Enrollment packets 
can be picked up in the church lobby. Additional details will be provided at the orientation on 
Sunday, June 9th at 1pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, please contact our Chil-
dren and Youth Pastor, Rev. Shemetris Vital at 703-793-1196, ext. 119 or at  
svital@mtpleasantbaptisit.org.                                                                     #WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 
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 Courageous Ambassadors:  
Building an Evangelistic Church! 

 

T he Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) Evangelism Ministry is devoted to fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion of Christ, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything Jesus commanded...” (Matthew 
28:19-20).  This ministry was designed to help shape and support our Senior Pastor’s, Rev. Kevin E. 

Donalson, God-given vision to build an evangelistic church, while dispelling the myth that “Evangelism” is only 
for those who are called to the gift of oracle ministry, such as preaching or teaching. 
 
In support of “the Vision”, the Evangelism Ministry will work in unity with the various sub-ministries of MPBC 
and the Education Director to continually build MPBC into a church of evangelism.  The Evangelism Ministry has 
scheduled its first Leadership Training Workshop for Saturday, June 29, 2019.  The Workshop is designed to 
enhance leadership knowledge of and to better equip leaders in the area of evangelism, while preparing leaders 
to train others how to effectively evangelize in everyday situations.   
 
Leaders will be illuminated on the various aspects of evangelism, as well as, receive effective evangelistic tools 
that will assist with developing courageous ambassadors for Christ, in our journey toward building MPBC into a 
church of evangelism, under Holy Spirit guidance.  
  
Blessings and peace, 
Rev. Tess and Rev. Melody 

All MPBC Leaders are required to register for this one-day training 
To register on the REALM.  

Please CLICK HERE   
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP TRAINING 

DATE: Saturday, June 29, 2019  

TIME: 9:00 AM 

LOCATION: MPBC Fellowship Hall 

RSVP to this Event by June 21, 2019 

For additional information contact:  

Rev. Tess Powell at revtessp@gmail.com    

Rev. Melody Pinkney at melodyrsimmons2@gmail.com 
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Sermons 
ALL Are available Online  

 
• “Staying Connected to God” John 15:1-8—Rev. Dr. Kevin E.  Donalson Sr. 
 
• “God Chose A Mother”. Judges 4:1-14—Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr. 
 
• “Characteristics of an Attractive Church" Acts 2: 41-47—Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donaslon, Sr. 
 
• “How To Handle Disappointment” 2 Samuel 12:7—Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 
 
• “ Responding to the Resurrection” 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10—Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 
 
• “Godly Reflections of a Senior Citizen” Psalm 71:1-9—Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 
 
• “The Urgency of the Moment: It’s Time to Go”  Matthew 28:16-20—Rev. Shirley Spann 
 
• “Building Up Our Neighbors”  Romans 15:2-4; Luke 10:30-37—Rev. Dr. Kevin E.  Donalson Sr. 
 
• “Launch Out Into The Deep”  Luke 5:1-11—Rev. Derrick Flake 
 
#WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

Rev. Donalson ,  Deacon  and Deaconess Cason help the Greeter’s Ministry celebrate their 2nd Anniversary in May! 

MPBC GREETERS 
Celebrating another year of service 

Photo Courtesy of Greeters Ministry 
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Virginia Private College Weekend 

 

T he annual Virginia Private College Week will be held July 22-27, 2019.  The 23 participating 
Virginia private colleges and universities will host two daily programs for rising high school jun-
iors and seniors - and their families. Prospective transfer students are also invited to attend.  
Sessions are typically offered Monday through Friday at 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., and at 9:00 

a.m. on Saturday. The program includes a (walking) campus tour and an information session about 
admissions, financial aid, and academic/extracurricular programs.  
 
To participate, you should: 
1. Decide which colleges you would like to visit.   
2. You don't need to register for the event, but it is strongly recommend that you contact the colleges 
you plan to visit.    
3. Organize your travel plans. Driving directions are available on individual college web sites. This is 
not an organized bus tour. 
 
If you visit at least 3 participating colleges you will receive 3 application fee waivers. You may 
use the application fee waivers at any of the colleges participating in Virginia Private College Week--
not necessarily the ones you visited. (The application fee waivers will be mailed to eligible participants 
in mid-September) 
 
If you have questions, you can contact the CICV (Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia) at  
(540) 586-0606 or email admin@cicv.org. 
 

The participating institutions are: 
 
 Averett University   Hollins University   Southern Virginia University 
 Bluefield College   Liberty University   Sweet Briar College 
 Bridgewater College  Mary Baldwin University  University of Lynchburg 
 Eastern Mennonite University Marymount University  University of Richmond 
 Emory & Henry College  Randolph College   Virginia Union University 
 Ferrum College   Randolph-Macon College  Virginia Wesleyan University 
 Hampden-Sydney College  Roanoke College   Washington and Lee University 
 Hampton University  Shenandoah University   
 
 
To view a location map and read the profiles of the 23 participating institutions, go to: http://
www.cicv.org/Our-Colleges/Virginia-Private-College-Week.aspx #WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 
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VICTORY CONCERT AT 
MOUNT PLEASANT 

 
 

O n Friday, April 5th, My Sister’s Keeper/Women’s Min-
istry held a Victory Event that was both uplifting in 
song and word.  The atmosphere was set with Praise 
and Worship and then a powerful word delivered by 

the Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church South Hill, Rev. Michael 
R. Toliver of Chesapeake, VA. The motivational moment came 
from 2 Chronicles 20:21-22 and the message was, “A Partner in 
God: How to deal with life challenges when being tricked, 
trapped or trumped”.  Indeed, it was a message of how giving 
thanks during a battle sets you up for victory.  To close out the 
evening with 
singing and 
praising the 
Lord, Bishop 
Jason Nelson 

blessed us with songs from his personal musical catalog and 
latest CD, The Answer.   #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 
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On Sunday, May 12th  
the MPBC Step Team performed  

during 10:30 am service.  
Thanks Sister Myah Robinson  

for your help in bringing the Step Team back. 
#WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 
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2516 Squirrel Hill Road 
Herndon, Virginia 

703.793.1196 

  

The Inspiration Newsletter 
 
The Inspiration newsletter is a bi-monthly publication for Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) family, 
friends and the community. The goal for this publication is to provide our readers with timely and relevant  
information about what MPBC is doing to spread God’s word. We pray and hope that everyone will find the  
information in this issue informative and inspiring. 
                               — God Bless. 
 
To submit your articles for consideration, email  them to the Information Ministry at   
informationministry@mtpleasantbaptist.org  by the 15th of the odd numbered months of the year. 
 
Guidelines for submitting articles are: 
1. All articles must be approved by your Ministry Director before submission. 

2. Each article must be in a separate  MS Word document  in  Arial font, 12 point 

3. Each article must contain a working title at the beginning of the document followed by a byline then the article 
itself. 

4. Articles should be written in newsletter format with proper transitions and correct spelling and grammar. 

5.  Articles should answer who, what, when, where, why and how. 

6. Be sure to include your contact information. 

7. Do not embed graphics in the word document. Send as a separate attachment. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

 

 

Get Your Article In The Next  Newsletter 

—Here is how….. 


